Terminal care in the home--the general practice perspective.
A postal survey of 200 General Practitioners in south Dublin was undertaken. The aim was to elicit information about the problems experienced by GPs when caring for terminally ill cancer patients at home, and about their perceived needs for both further training and support services. All respondents experienced problems at least occasionally with control of pain and other symptoms. 25% of GPs surveyed frequently experienced difficulty with access to hospice in-patient beds, and with inadequate home support services. Overall, satisfaction with specialist Palliative Care Services was high. The majority of GPs felt that they would benefit from further education in Palliative Medicine. They also nominated ways to help them improve care of terminally ill patients at home including further training in pain control and symptom relief, more general and specialist nursing support, and more specialist medical support in the community.